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DONIPHAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, TROY, KANSAS, JUNE 29, 2026

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Doniphan
County Commission, Troy, Kansas, at 8:30 A.M. with Second District County
Commissioner Wayne Grable, Chairman, calling the meeting to order, First District
County Commissioner Timothy D. Collins, Third District County Commissioner Bobby
Hall, and County Clerk Peggy Franken present, County Attorney Charles D. Baskins was
present for a portion of the meeting,

The Kansas Chief Reporter Melanie Davis and Roger Hopkins observed. Presenters and
visitors included Emergency Management Coordinator/Zoning Administrator Scott B.
Morris, Gerald Neibling, Bob McCauley, Ellen Beaman, Grant Gladhart, Mike Schmidt,
Bill McCauley, Roger Rush, Bill Hargis, John Hegenderfer, Ken McCauley and Paul
Twombly,

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited at the beginning of the meeting.

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve amended County Commission meeting
agenda removing 9:30 A.M. appointment with Iealth Department Administrator Chantal
Wilburn, LPN. Commissioner Collins seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve County Commission minutes of the June
22, 2026 regular meeting as written. Commissioner Collins seconded the motion. Motion
carried 3-0.

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve payroll and warrants for the period of June
30, 2026 as presented. Commissioner Collins seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

The Jerry K. Dubach Doniphan County Law Enforcement Center currently houses 15
local inmates.

The Board of County Commissioners were in receipt of a letter from the Doniphan
County Heritage Commission, a certified local government charged with historic
preservation in Doniphan County. The letter regarded the placement of the Freedom
Rock on the courthouse square, stating in part the Commission felt other locations in
Doniphan County would be better suited for its location, as the courthouse square is
becoming “visually cluttered.”

County Clerk Peggy Franken reported county equipment sold by Big Iron Auctions
brought a total of $34,350.90 in proceeds from the sale which closed June 24, 2026,

Elanco, an Elwood manufacturing facility providing products for animal health, will be
hosting an open house for the completion of its expansion and renovation on August 26,
2026 from 2:00-4:00 P.M.



Commissioner Collins made a motion to make budgeted transfer from Alcoholic Liquor
Tax fund to KANZA Mental Health and Guidance Center in the amount of $14,200.00,
Comumissioner Hall seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Collins made a motion to transfer $50,000.00 from the General fund to
Capital Improvement fund. Commissioner Hall seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve repair to west door switch on Transfer
Station building by Heartland Door at a cost of $198.86. Commissioner Collins seconded
the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

County Clerk Peggy Franken presented the County Commission with draft copy of the
2027 budget for their review and future discussion.

Commissioner Hall made a motion to purchase a box of motor grader stinger blades from
Foley Equipment in the amount of $3,000.00, Commissioner Grable seconded the
motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Hall asked Commissioner Grable the status of road repair needed on
Oxide Road, near 884 Oxide Road, Section 2, Township 4, Range 21E. Commissioner
Grable said a dam on private property is silted in; the property owner was supposed to
open up the dam last year and hasn’t causing water to back up. The County has two
options digging out the ditch on private property or installing a new tube and raising up
the roadway. As soon as chip seal season is completed, the Second District road crew will
work on installation of a new tube or tubes, with dirt to be hauled in from Foley Quarry at
a cost of $40.00 per load.

Commissioner Collins informed the County Commission several road and bridge projects
in the First Road District need to be addressed and specifications for bids drawn up. 1)
Tube on Ash Point Road, north of 280" Road, debris needs to be cleaned out 50 yards
from mouth of tube (a long reach will be needed). 2) Bridge on 280" Road, wing wall
repair and debris removed. 3) Bridge RS 140 located on Ash Point Road, north of 270%
Road, Sections 5-6, Township 2, Range 19E, needs immediate repair, The Board of
County Commissioners agreed to draft requests for proposals.

Commissioner Collins reported that Urban Construction, LLC, contractor for tube
replacement on 275™ Road, Section 1, Township 2, Range 19F, added an extension on
the 24” entrance tube located at 681 275" Road and hauled in fill dirt.

Emergency Management Coordinator/Zoning Administrator Scott Morris presented the
County Commission with notice of recommendation for review from the Doniphan
County Planning Commission regarding zoning change for Buffalo Hollow
Farms/Schneider Quarries (Ron Schneider) from A-1 Agricultural to A-1 Agricultural
Conditional Use for location of a limestone quarry operation. The Board of County
Commissioners will take formal action duting a public hearing held at their regular
meeting on July 13, 2026,
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Commissioner Hall made a motion to contract with Midwest Mobile Radio to relocate the
Emergency Management radio from the Road office to the Emergency
Management/Zoning office at a cost of $1,511.07. Commissioner Grable seconded the
motion. Motion catried 3-0.

Emergency Management Coordinator/Zoning Administrator Scott Morris informed the
County Board that the County drone has been delivered and practice flights performed.
Presently three individuals are certified drone pilots; Emergency Management
Coordinator/Zoning Administrator Scott Morris, Elwood Police Chief Brandon Whetstine
and Wathena Police Chief Dennis Thomspon. Jack Clary, part-time employee with the
Doniphan County Sheriff’s Department, will attend training to obtain a pilot’s license as
well.

Commissioner Collins asked Emergency Management Coordinator Scott Morris if
Doniphan County was eligible for disaster funding through the State of Kansas following
heavy rainfall in the northern portion of the county. Coordinator Morris said the threshold
is $38,000.00 and to date the county has not had damages totaling that amount. The Road
Office is keeping a file on all damage reports.

Emergency Management Coordinator Scott Morris informed the County Commission
that a burn ban would soon be implemented due to windy conditions, however, the ban
would not affect fireworks for 4" of July celebrations.

Commissioner Grable told the County Commission the Doniphan County Fair Board is
looking to build new facilities at the 4-H grounds and incorporate the Doniphan County
Extension office in the new building. Members of the Doniphan County Fair Board
reached out to Chairman Grable asking if Doniphan County would help towards the cost
of the new facility, as they are in the grant writing phase and need to know all funding
sources. The Board of County Commissioners took no action.

Gerald Neibling, Bob McCauley, Ellen Beaman, Grant Gladhart, Mike Schmidt, Bill
McCauley, Roger Rush, Bill Hargis, John Hegenderfer, Ken McCauley and Paul
Twombly met with the County Commission to discuss the status of opening bridge
RS380 on 240" Road, west of Highland, Kansas, Sections 20-29, Township 2, Range
19E. County Attorney Charles D. Baskins told the group the County met with the
contractor, Reece Construction, had a decent resolution to the conversation, particulars
which cannot be revealed at this point due to being discussed in executive session.
County Attorney Baskins further said the maiter now rests with the State of Kansas
granting approval to move forward with the project.

There being no further business before the Board, Commissioner Grable made a motion

‘tg %dj ourn at 10:37 A.M. Commissioner Hall seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.
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