
 

UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

DONIPHAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, TROY, KANSAS, MARCH 27, 2023 

 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the office of the Doniphan 

County Commission, Troy, Kansas, at 8:30 A.M. with First District County 

Commissioner Timothy D. Collins, Acting-Chairman, calling the meeting to order. Third 

District County Commissioner Bobby Hall and County Clerk Peggy Franken present. 

County Attorney Charles D. Baskins was present for a portion of the meeting. Second 

District County Commissioner Wayne Grable was absent. 

 

The Kansas Chief Reporter Melanie Davis and Second Road District Foreman Sean Price 

observed the entire meeting. Aging Director Diana Crouse-Johnson, Road Office 

Manager Lindsay Norris, Economic Development Director Leah B. Johnson, Brent Teter 

Owner, CEO and Director of TECHS EMS, Jay Watkins, Owner, CEO and Director of 

TECHS EMS and Con Olson, Regional Director of TECHS EMS were present for a 

portion of the meeting. 

 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve meeting agenda as presented. 

Commissioner Collins seconded the motion. Motion carried 2-0. 

 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve County Commission minutes of March 20, 

2023 regular meeting as written. Commissioner Collins seconded the motion. Motion 

carried 2-0. 

 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve payroll and warrants for the period of 

March 31, 2023 as presented. Commissioner Collins seconded the motion. Motion carried 

2-0. 

 

The Jerry K. Dubach Doniphan County Law Enforcement Center currently houses 7 local 

inmates. 

 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to hire Kathleen (Kathy) Smith to fill the vacant 

Wathena Keenage Senior Citizens Center Site Director’s position on a part-time basis, at 

a rate of $15.00 per hour, effective March 27, 2023. Commissioner Hall seconded the 

motion. Motion carried 2-0. 

 

Aging Director Diana Crouse-Johnson reminded the County Commission of $14,511.00 

State Fiscal Recovery Funds received from the Kansas Department of Aging and 

Disability Services. The Aging Department spent $9,000.00 of the proceeds towards the 

purchase of a Meals on Wheels van. The remaining $5,511.00 funding will be used to 

replace flooring at the Elwood Leisure Hour Senior Citizens Center. The total cost of the 

vinyl flooring is $5,703.00, leaving a balance of $192.00 to be paid from the Title IIIC1 

fund.  

 

 



 

Road Foreman Representative Sean Price told the County Commission the Road 

Department will start this week on 195th Road (west of 1057 195th Road) to Half Mound 

Road, beginning with replacement of road tubes and putting down petro matting in areas 

where needed prior to placement of 2” rock. Currently 2” rock is out of stock, dependent 

on availability, the Road Crew may postpone building up the roadway until rock is 

available for immediate placement on the road.  

 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to purchased two rolls of petro matting from Jack 

Horner Supply at a cost of $500.00 per roll. Commissioner Hall seconded the motion. 

Motion carried 2-0. 

 

Foreman Price also said Foley Equipment delivered the 2023 Caterpillar 926M Wheel 

Loader. 

 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to make budgeted transfer from Road Department 

fund to Equipment Reserve fund in the amount of $150,000.00. Commissioner Collins 

seconded the motion. Motion carried 2-0. 

 

County Clerk Peggy Franken informed the Board of County Commissioners of invitation 

from Second Harvest Food Bank to join them on March 29, 2023 at 10:30 A.M. at the 

Second Harvest warehouse on 915 Douglas St. St. Joseph, Missouri, to be recognized for 

Doniphan County’s regional support in the amount of $7,000.00 for expansion of the cold 

storage and high dock projects.  

 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve recoating of courtroom floor, courthouse 

steps and landing by Sam Church Floor Service, Inc. in the amount of $2,000.00, with 

payment to be made from New Sales Tax fund. Commissioner Collins seconded the 

motion. Motion carried 2-0. 

 

Correspondence was presented to the Board from Doniphan County Planning & Zoning 

Department regarding change in zoning request from A-1 Agriculture to A-1 Conditional 

Use for new and pre-owned utility trailer sales on property located at 1841 190th Road, 

Wathena, Kansas. The Zoning Board will hold a public hearing on April 12, 2023 at 7:30 

P.M.  

 

Road Office Manager Lindsay Norris updated the Board of County Commissioners on 

the Northeast Kansas County Highway Officials Meeting.  Changes will be made in 2024 

to the Kansas Department of Transportation bridge inspection program, whereby fracture 

critical structures will be required to be inspected and monitored more frequently. And, 

future funding for the Federal Funds Exchange program will be cut by 12%, with more 

funds being allocated to the State Local Bridge Repair program. 

 

 

 

 



 

Norris presented the County Commission with costs from Herzog Contracting 

Corporation, Inc. to asphalt 2 miles of Dove Creek Road from Kansas Highway 7 to the 

intersection of 275th and Denmark Road with 3” overlayment and 4 miles of Mesquito 

Creek Road from US Highway 36.  The Board of County Commissioners took no action 

pending return of Commissioner Grable. 

 

Road Office Manager Lindsay Norris also stated Vance Brothers has agreed to chip seal a 

minimal number of roads in Doniphan County, due to scheduling the fewer miles can be 

fit into their scheduling. Norris will submit a list of roadways to Vance Brothers for a 

final cost, prior to Board action. 

 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to approve the following Road Department 

expenses: Bolin Hydraulic $945.07 (hose reel 3rd District); Murphy Tractor $1,299.52 

(#155 wheel bearing repair) and Fleet Pride $2,852.67 (2005 Mac steering box repair). 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion. Motion carried 2-0. 

 

TECHS EMS Representatives Brent Teter, Jay Watkins and Con Olson, contracted to 

operate Doniphan County Ambulance Service, met with the Board of County 

Commissioners to present statistics report for the period of January 1, 2023 to March 25, 

2023. Mr. Teter told the County Commission so far the transition of the ambulance 

service has been positive, there have been staffing challenges but no loss of coverage 

with both the Highland and Troy stations being covered 24/7 with ALS (Advanced Life 

Support) staff.  Modifications have been made to both the Highland and Troy facilities to 

accommodate staffing. The first ENT Class conducted by TECHS EMS has been 

completed, with three individuals successfully completing the course. TECHS EMS staff 

have been in contact with all Fire Districts (with exception of Elwood) and volunteer 

Emergency Medical Personnel. Commissioner Hall asked that representatives of Fire 

District No. 4 (Elwood) also be contacted to discuss services and procedures, as the 

taxpayers in the Elwood area, although in agreement with Buchanan County, Missouri, to 

provide ambulance service, pay sales tax to fund the Doniphan County Ambulance 

Service. 

 

TECHS EMS Owner, CEO and Director Brent Teter brought to the Board of County 

Commissioners attention how the Ambulance Service responds as far as emergent (with 

lights and sirens) versus non-emergent. He said the public may have noticed the 

ambulance going out without lights and sirens, studies show the time saved by not 

running lights and sirens is not significant compared to the risk of running lights and 

sirens in non-emergency situations, as it poses an added risk to the public. When 

warranted and in an emergency situation, lights and sirens will always be used. Doniphan 

County Ambulance Service has on average a 0-2 minute response time.  Any response 

time over 5-minutes will be critiqued by the administration.  To date Doniphan County 

Ambulance District has gone on 140 runs (103 of which required transport): January 40, 

February 58 and March 42. 

 

 

 



 

 

Jay Watkins, TECHS EMS Owner, CEO and Director said Ambulance Service personnel 

are trained to assess the patient, on occasion after assessment it may not be necessary to 

transport. However, the patient always has the choice to be transported and to what 

facility, unless the condition is critical and the requested facility cannot provide 

treatment. He urged anyone with any concerns to contact Mr. Teter, Mr. Olson or himself 

to discuss. 

 

Con Olson, Regional Director of TECHS EMS, who has been instrumental in the 

changeover from two ambulance service districts in Doniphan County to a countywide 

service, run by TECHS EMS, discussed with the Board of County Commissioners the 

need to upgrade the radio communications console in the Dispatch center of the Jerry K. 

Dubach Doniphan County Law Enforcement Center to accommodate 800Mhz radio 

communications for all emergency services, including fire districts. The new console 

system would serve both the current VHF radios and cross over for 800 MHz frequency. 

He presented the County Commission with price quotes from Motorola Solution for 

equipment in the amount of $4,334.55 and Midwest Mobile Radio Service, Inc. 

$3,448.06 for installation; a total cost of $7,782.61. Mr. Olson, on behalf of TECHS 

EMS, was successful in obtaining $4,100.00 in grant funding through NEKS Healthcare 

Coalition to pay a portion of the costs to upgrade the radio console system. 

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve upgrade of 911 Dispatch console to 

accommodate 800 MHz radios, with expense in the amount of $7,782.61 to be paid from 

the New Sales Tax fund for 911 purposes, with grant award of $4,100.00 to be deposited 

into New Sales Tax fund to offset the expense. Commissioner Collins seconded the 

motion. Motion carried 2-0. 

 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to purchase one hydraulic fluid drum and one oil 

drum for First Road District shop. Commissioner Hall seconded the motion. Motion 

carried 2-0. 

 

Economic Development Director Leah B. Johnson presented the County Commission 

with the Kansas Department of Commerce 2022 annual report and marketing magazine. 

 

Director Johnson announced the opening of ClearSky Rehabilitation Hospital of Elwood-

St. Joseph located at 502 Roseport Road, Elwood, Kansas. The new 30-bed, state-of-the-

art medical rehabilitation hospital provides specialized rehabilitative services to patients 

with disabling injuries or illnesses such as strokes, brain injuries, hip fracture, spinal 

injuries, Parkinson’s disease, multiple sclerosis and other medically-complex conditions. 

A grand opening ceremony is planned for May 18, 2023. 

 

Economic Development Director Leah B. Johnson submitted a letter of resignation to the 

Board of County Commissioners effective April 7, 2023. The Board of County 

Commissioners accepted her resignation with regret. 

 

 



 

There being no further business before the Board, Commissioner Collins made a motion 

to adjourn at 10:03 A.M. Commissioner Hall seconded the motion.  Motion carried 2-0. 

 

DATED THIS 27TH DAY OF MARCH 2023. 

 

Attest: ___________________________ ___________________________ 

 Peggy Franken, County Clerk  Timothy D. Collins, Acting-Chairman 

 


