
 

UNOFFICIAL MINUTES 

DONIPHAN COUNTY COURTHOUSE, TROY, KANSAS, SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 
 

The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session at 8:30 A.M. with Second 

District County Commissioner Thad G. Geiger, Chairman, calling the meeting to order.  

First District County Commissioner Timothy D. Collins, Third District County 

Commissioner Jerry P. McKernan and County Clerk Peggy Franken were present. 

County Attorney Charles D. Baskins was present for a portion of the meeting.  

 

The Kansas Chief Reporter Paul Stewart observed the entire meeting.  Those present for 

a portion of the meeting included Ron Erpelding, Pete Duncan, Doniphan County Fair 

Board Association Representative Norman Meng, Economic Development Director Leah 

B. Johnson, Register of Deeds Susan Shuster, First District Road Foreman Sean Price and 

Road Office Manager Lindsay Norris. 

 

Commissioner McKernan made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Collins, to approve 

the meeting agenda as amended to include Economic Development Director presentation. 

Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner McKernan made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Collins, to approve 

County Commission minutes of the August 26, 2019 regular meeting as written. Motion 

carried. 

 

Commissioner McKernan made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Collins, to approve 

warrants for the period of August 30, 2019 as presented. Motion carried. 

 

Fee reports for the period of August 2019 were presented to the Board on behalf of the 

County Clerk, Register of Deeds and Sheriff for their review. 

 

Currently the Doniphan County Law Enforcement Center houses 9 local inmates and 8 

out of county inmates.  

 

Ron Erpelding appeared before the Board of County Commissioners to request road 

maintenance on 110th Road between Mineral Point and Monument Roads.  Commissioner 

Geiger will view the roadways with Mr. Erpelding on Wednesday, September 11, 2019. 

Mr. Erpelding also informed the County Commission of vandalism to several road signs 

in the Doniphan area.  Commissioner Collins expressed his concern, saying roads signs 

are placed for public safety purposes and are costly to the taxpayer to replace. 

 

Commissioner Collins made a motion to contract with Lee Grover Construction to 

remove the existing carpet and vinyl tile below the carpet in the Register of Deeds office, 

drill holes in the existing Register of Deeds wood flooring between joists on required 

centers to allow for installation of blown in cellulose insulation. Infill existing hole where 

the metal ceiling has been previously removed above the boiler in the maintenance room 

with galvanized sheet metal.  Drill holes in the metal/wood lathe ceiling in the 

maintenance room along the west wall where the VCT flooring in the Register of Deeds 

office above is to remain undisturbed.  Fill the floor joist space between the maintenance 



 

room ceiling and the wood floor with cellulose insulation, as well as, fill holes drilled in 

the metal/lathe ceiling on the west side of the maintenance room with blown in cellulose 

insulation.  Patch holes drilled into the maintenance room metal/lathe ceiling with 

galvanized sheet metal.  Install ¼” underlayment over Register of Deeds office floor to 

cover insulation holes at a cost of $11,850.00.  And replace the carpet tiles in the Register 

of Deeds office at a cost of $1,655.00, with Doniphan County responsible for removal of 

all existing furnishings, furniture, desks and other equipment prior to flooring work being 

performed. Expenses paid from the New Sales Tax fund as a capital improvement to 

County owned facility. Commissioner McKernan seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

Pete Duncan, former Doniphan County Historical Society President, informed the County 

Commission the Oregon California Trail Monument located on Treece Road, north of 

Wathena, Kansas, has been completed.  Mr. Duncan extended an invitation to the Board 

of County Commissioners to attend the official unveiling ceremony to take place October 

13, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. at the site and thanked them, along with the Doniphan County 

Road Department, for their work and efforts in helping complete the project.  

 

Pete Duncan reiterated the need to promote knowledge of the vast history of Doniphan 

County.  He also said on a recent Rural Prosperity Tour by Officials with the State of 

Kansas and State Historical Society it was pointed out the current antennas atop the 

courthouse are not allowed on a historic building.  The Board of County Commissioners 

will explore options for relocation of radio antennas. 

 

Commissioner Geiger recommended Economic Development Director Leah B. Johnson 

reach out to the State of Kansas Rural Prosperity Program for rural communications and 

broadband expansion in Doniphan County. 

 

Economic Development Director Leah B. Johnson has been working with County Clerk 

Peggy Franken and Emergency Management Director Julie Meng to arrange a meeting 

with the Federal Communications Commission, public officials and Doniphan County 

citizens, to be held on September 20, 2019 beginning at 4:00 P.M. in the District Court 

courtroom, to address illegal and unwanted robocalls, scam calls, telephone bill 

confusion, loss of television stations after broadcast transitions, rural broadband and 

limited carrier cellular phone service.  She encouraged and urged the public to attend the 

meeting to voice their concerns with the Federal Communications Commission. 

 

Leah B. Johnson, Economic Development Director, advised of the need to promote the 

“Big Kansas Road Trip” to be held May 7-10, 2020 in the counties of Brown, Doniphan 

and Nemaha. Johnson said this event brings the exploring public to selected counties to 

learn about rural communities through first-hand experiences. She will present the 

County Commission with future information at upcoming Board meetings. 

 

Correspondence was reviewed by the Board of County Commissioners from Northeast 

Kansas Environmental Services regarding immediate action to be taken by property 

owners to prevent unlawful disposal of human waste at 180 Mineral Point Road. 

 



 

County Clerk Peggy Franken presented the Board of County Commissioners with 

departmental budget and cash summary report for August 2019 and sales tax receipts in 

the amount of $43,440.10 for their review. 

 

The Board reviewed a list of Doniphan County household hazardous waste items 

collected by Jackson County Solid Waste on August 28, 2019. 

 

The Board of County Commissioners were in receipt of and reviewed the 2020 KCAMP 

Property and Liability Questionnaire as prepared by County Clerk Peggy Franken. 

 

Commissioner Collins asked about rotation plan for replacing motor graders in the Road 

Department. The Board of County Commissioners agreed to determine machine hours 

and age of equipment and hold future discussion at their September 23, 2019 meeting. 

 

Commissioner McKernan made a motion to contract with Henderson Masonry to make 

repairs and improvements to limestone and mortar on the courthouse building at a cost of 

$55.00 per person/per hour for equipment and labor, limited to $2,200.00 and subject to 

weekly assessment, with payment from the New Sales Tax fund.  Commissioner Collins 

seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Collins presented the Board with two cost options for the purchase of a 

snow plow blade for the First District Road Foreman’s pickup truck from Jackson 

Equipment:  V blade $7,600.00 or 8’ straight blade $5,950.00.  The Board took no action 

out of concern for wear and tear on pickup and exploration of other options using a 

smaller county owned rock truck with blade. 

 

Commissioner Collins advised an 80’ x 8’ replacement tube is needed on Willow Road 

(county line) north of 180th Road, in Section 19, Township 3 Range 19E in the amount of 

$13,000.00. The Board of County Commissioners took no action pending discussion with 

Brown County, Kansas, on cost share and agreement with adjoining landowners for 

construction easement. 

 

Commissioner Geiger asked for discussion at their September 16, 2019 meeting on 

allocation of money for rock by Road District from County Road and Bridge funds to 

adequately rock roads following an above average year of rainfall. 

 

Road Office Manager Lindsay Norris informed the County Board the Road Districts 

would complete chip seal work within the next two weeks, with County projects to be 

completed this week followed by projects in the cities of Denton, Highland and Troy and 

the unincorporated areas of Bendena and Fanning. 

 

Manager Norris indicated additional rock, paid for from County Road and Bridge funds, 

would be needed on St. Columbus and Treece Roads, as Burr Oak Township is low on 

Road Improvement Funds and Washington Township does not have a Road Improvement 

Fund levy.  No action was taken pending further discussion at the September 16, 2019 

Board meeting. 



 

 

Commissioner Collins made a motion, seconded by Commissioner McKernan, to approve 

unauthorized expenditures for the Road Department as follows:  Menards $499.00; 

Mayday Truck Repair $325.00; Franken Auto Parts $257.10 and $276.60.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Commissioner Geiger made a motion to pay the final balance on the Third District 

equipment storage shop in the amount of $46,643.00 and the first half installment on the 

First District equipment storage shop in the amount of $33,446.00 to Jamesport Builders, 

with payment made from the New Sales Tax fund on September 16, 2019.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Chairman Geiger executed the Kansas Department of Transportation request to exchange 

Federal funds to State funds at a rate of $0.90 on the dollar as part of the Federal Funds 

Exchange Program. 

 

Chairman Geiger executed the Kansas Department of Transportation request for 

reimbursement of exchanged Federal funds in the amount of $85,592.04 for $77,032.80 

in State funds as part of the Federal Funds Exchange program, to be used on County 

projects. 

 

Road Office Manager Lindsay Norris updated the Board of County Commissioners on 

Kansas Department of Transportation’s short span bridge program, aimed at helping 

Counties replace bridges with a span of 100’ or less.  The Road Office will work with 

Engineers from Schwab-Eaton PA to determine bridges which meet the requirement to 

make application for up to $150,000.00 in State funds for replacement. 

 

First District Road Foreman Sean Price stated he is waiting for a bid from The Waldinger 

Corporation and Westar Energy for placement of electrical underground at the First 

District road shop building.  He also held discussion with the Commission on placement 

of tube on Willow Road, north of 180th Road. 

 

Doniphan County Fair Association Board Representative Norman Meng informed the 

Board of County Commissioners the annual Thrill on the Hill Doniphan County 

Championship Truck and Tractor Pull will be held at the Doniphan County Fairgrounds 

on Saturday, September 14, 2019 at 6:00 P.M.  Mr. Meng asked for usage of a County 

blade, roller and County Operator to assist with the event.  Commissioner Geiger made a 

motion, seconded by Commissioner McKernan, to provide equipment and an Operator to 

assist with the Doniphan County Championship Truck and Tractor Pull sponsored by the 

Doniphan County Fair Association. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Commissioner Geiger informed the County Board Second District worked to clear 

ditches, build up and rock a section of 150th Road east of Last Chance Road during the 

prior week.  Geiger stated the Second District will continue clearing ditches and building 

up roadways throughout the District. 

 

At 10:44 A.M. Commissioner Geiger made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 

Collins, to recess into executive session for the purpose of discussing and protecting the 

interest of non-elect personnel in the Aging Department with the meeting to reconvene in 

the office of the County Commission at 10:54 A.M. Motion carried. The County Attorney 

and County Clerk remained. 

 

Commissioner Geiger made a motion to adopt County Resolution 2019-04 a Resolution 

taking a unanimous vote of the Board of County Commissioners to hire, terminate the 

employment of or reassign a County District Road Foreman.  Commissioner Collins 

seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 

County Attorney Charles Baskins told the Board of County Commissioners he 

accompanied Appraiser Danielle Kiefer to the Board of Tax Appeals on Friday, 

September 6, 2019, regarding valuation of real estate and commended Appraiser Kiefer 

on her representation of Doniphan County. 

 

There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Geiger adjourned the 

meeting at 11:04 A.M. 

 

DATED THIS 9TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2019. 

 

Attest: _______________________________        _______________________________ 

Peggy Franken, County Clerk   Thad G. Geiger, Chairman 

 

 


